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Our Vision

Hoosiers of many faiths, in community, pursuing peace through interfaith understanding and cooperation. 

Our Mission
To strengthen community in central Indiana and beyond by:

• Supporting existing connections between and among faith communities

• Fostering additional interfaith opportunities through social, cultural, and educational interactions

• Connecting communities through volunteer service and civic engagement

Our Programs
To promote religious literacy and interfaith engagement, CIC creates opportunities for:

• Celebration: Lifting up Central Indiana’s diversity of religious traditions and unity of spirit

• EduCation: Learning about the beliefs and cultures of others

• Dialogue: Talking about important issues with those who believe and pray differently

• ServiCe: Working together to address the challenges facing our community

The CIC Board of Directors       CIC Staff

Officers:
Lindsey Mintz, Board Chair                          Jewish Community Relations Council
Jane Gehlhausen, Vice Chair                                        St. Louis de Montfort Catholic Church
Don Knebel, Preceding Chair                                           Barnes & Thornburg
Jeff Sondhelm, Treasurer                                                         Etz Chaim Sephardic Congregation
Betty Brandt, Secretary                                       St. Luke’s Methodist Church

Executive Committee:
Waseema Ali, Strategic Development                                          Desmond Tutu Center
Gadi Boukai, Community Engagement                              Etz Chaim Sephardic Congregation
Ruth Ellen Homer, Education                                                 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter -Day Saints
Betty Klein, Community Engagement       Soka Gakkai Buddhist Community
Dr. Marian Osborne Berky, Education                          Anderson University
John Samples, Public Relations                                    Christian Holy Land Foundation
Reverend Brian Shivers, Youth                        Second Presbyterian Church
Reverend Anastassia Zinke, Youth                              All Souls Unitarian Church

Board Members:
Muzaffar Ahmad                                           Ahmaddiya Muslim Community
Dr. Pierre Atlas                                                                           Marian University
Reverend L. Lang Brownlee                                   University of Indianapolis
Dr. David Carlson                                                                         Franklin College
Reverend Bruce Garrison                                                    The Dwelling Place
Canon Bruce Gray                                     Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis
Father Nabil Hanna                      St. George’s Antiochian Orthodox Church
Reverend Douglas Hairston                                      Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Pastor Hector Hernandez                                            Iglesia Nueva Creación
Faryal Khatri                                                  Islamic Society of North America
Azher Khan                                                               Muslim Alliance of Indiana
Dr. Khadija Khaja                                                         IU School of Social Work
Rabbi Brett Krichiver                             Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation
Daniel Meyers                                       Center for Faith & Vocation, Butler University
Dr. Vimal Patel                                               Hindu Temple of Central Indiana
Maria Pímentel-Gannon                                                           N.I.S.E., Member at Large
Sister Norma Rocklage                                                           Marian University
Imam Mikal Saahir                                                       Nur Allah Islamic Center, Indianapolis Fire Department
Aarti Shah                                                            Indianapolis Jain Community
David Shaheed                                       Superior Court Judge (Retired), Nur Allah Islamic Center
Rabbi Hal Schevitz                                              Congregation Beth-El Zedeck
Sister Stella Sabina                                                                                      Shifting Ideas Through Educating African Women
David Sumner                             St. George’s Antiochian Orthodox Church
Glenn Tebbe                                                         Indiana Catholic Conference
Ala’a Wafa                                                            Indianapolis Muslim Community
Maninder Walia                                                    Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis
Rabbi Lew Weiss                                                                                       IU Health Chaplaincy

Charlie Wiles
Executive Director

Ben Leslie
Director of Programs

John Clark
Director of Development

Alfan Abdulahad
Office Manager
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Why does Interfaith Cooperation matter?

Today Indiana is a global community with a 
very diverse population. Being involved with 
CIC brings me joy and meaning by allowing 
me to learn about and experience world 
religions, as well as to provide opportunities to 
educate and celebrate our religious diversity 
here in our Hoosier state! 

- Jane Gehlhausen,  
CIC Board Vice Chair

St. Louis de Montfort Catholic Church

When I moved to Indy from Chicago in the beginning of 2016, 
CIC was one of the first organizations that I went to. I didn’t 
know many people here, but I knew because of my previous 
work in interfaith in Chicago that the interfaith community 
in my new home city would be full of the welcoming and 
inquisitive group that I now know it to be. It was great to 
see just how vibrant of a religious community we have in 
Indianapolis.

 - Rafia Khader, 
Muslim Alliance of Indiana

Where else in Indianapolis could I meet people 
from so many faith traditions?  These people are 
always willing to share the resources of their faith 
communities with my faith community. Together we 
build bridges of understanding and appreciation. 
Together we are creating a Compassionate Indy!

- Betty Brandt,
St. Luke’s Methodist Church

Faith and religion are lenses through which we 
see the world. Interfaith allows us to see other 
views; it also builds common understanding, 
tolerance, greater consciousness, and peace in 
our souls and in the land.

- Ashhar Madni,
Al Salam Foundation

Ignorance spreads darkness.  
Only knowledge can bring light.  
CIC brings all faith traditions together 
to learn about one another and 
spreads the light of peace throughout 
Indiana.

- Anita Joshi,
Hindu Temple of Central Indiana 

Life is interesting. Participating in a dialogue group led 
me to be a part of the CIC since its inception. The path 
of the CIC opened up for me a whole world of other 
faiths, traditions, and cultures, all of which became a 
part of me. Being able to help people view each other 
as members of the same family is what keeps me 
involved.

- Gadi Boukai, 
CIC Community Engagement Co-Chair

Etz Chaim Sephardic Congregation

6,500 
people attended the Indianapolis talk by His Holiness the Dalai Lama 

2,500 
people and 100 exhibitors participated in the CIC's 4th Annual Indy Festival of Faiths

1,100 
people attended 43 interfaith lectures and discussions

1,000 
people attended the interfaith celebration of Indiana’s Bicentennial Statehood Day

1,000 
people viewed 3 religiously themed art exhibits in the Indiana Interchurch Center Art Gallery 

400 
people attended 5 movies and participated in subsequent discussions as part of A New View Film Series

350 
people heard intercultural performances of music and poetry

300 
people attended the CIC's 2nd Annual Interfaith Banquet

200 
people celebrated MLK Day with an interfaith service held at St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church

90 
congregations took advantage of 3 emergency preparedness workshops

85 
people benefitted from 3 refugee outreach programs

80 
people joined the “Welcome to Indiana” dinner for refugees

80 
people discussed various social justices challenges at the Festival of Faiths Table Conversations

75 
people went on hikes and discussions along the Indy Spiritual Trail

70 
people participated in 3 Living Room Dialogues

60 
refugees and others engaged in service day marking World Refugee Day

50 
children enjoyed 2 weeks of Intercultural Summer Youth Camp

11 
spiritual leaders received Clergy Badges, allowing them to minister more easily in hospitals and prisons

23,772 
service hours were logged by Immigrant and Refugee Service Corps members, whose outreach to 
newcomers helped more than 800 members of the community access health and wellness services

CIC by the Numbers in 2016...
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
comes to Indianapolis

Interfaith Celebration of 
Indiana’s Bicentennial 
Statehood Day 

On June 25th, the Center for Interfaith Cooperation 
partnered with the Indiana Buddhist Center and 
Compassionate Indy to host a public talk by 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The lecture was preceded by a celebration of Indiana’s 
interfaith diversity and unity. More than 6,500 people 
came to the Indiana Farmers Coliseum for the talk. Tens 
of thousands world-wide have watched a video of the 
lecture.

On December 11th, in honor of 
Indiana’s 200th birthday, the CIC 
helped organize an interfaith 
celebration of Statehood Day at 
the Indiana Farmers Coliseum. 
Five CIC board members offered 
prayers and the invocation.

Interfaith Celebration of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 

The CIC was part of history when 
we partnered with St. John’s 
Missionary Baptist Church on the 
47th commemoration of MLK Day.

4th Annual 
INDY FESTIVAL OF FAITHS

Celebration

More than 2,500 Hoosiers of all religious 
views gathered together at Veterans 
Memorial Plaza on September 18th for the 
4th Annual Indy Festival of Faiths. Nearly 
100 religious and community groups set 
up exhibits that displayed what makes 
them unique. Because 2016 was Indiana’s 
Bicentennial, the Festival’s theme was “the 
history of religions in Indiana.”

2nd Annual
INTERFAITH BANQUET
to honor our
INTERFAITH AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR

On February 21st, more than 300 people gathered 
together at the Columbia Club for the Center for 
Interfaith Cooperation’s 2nd Annual Interfaith 
Banquet. The guest of honor was KP Singh, who was 
named the 2016 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year. 
A long line of civic, religious and community leaders 
paid tribute to KP’s contributions over the years. 
Global singing sensation Anita Lerche closed the 
evening with music and dance.
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Education
A New View 
Film Series

For the second year, the CIC co-sponsored 
A New View Film Series, which is a valued 
partnership with the Desmond Tutu Center and 
Butler University’s Center for Faith and Vocation. 
These provocative films invite viewers of all 
faith traditions to journey outside everyday 
life to explore new worldviews. Post-screening 
discussions enable thoughtful reflection and build 
interfaith understanding and relationships. 

Interfaith 
Lecture Series

The CIC partners with local universities and 
other educational organizations to bring world-

class experts to Indianapolis to enlighten and 
inspire. In 2016, topics of lectures and panel 

discussions included mysticism in the Abrahamic 
faiths, the history of African-American Muslims 

in Indianapolis, interfaith perspectives on 
immigration, the refugee crisis in Germany, the 
exodus of Ethiopian Jews, and Indiana’s unique 

religious history.

Emergency 
Preparedness

In collaboration with Congressman André Carson’s 
office, the CIC conducted a series of workshops 
to help congregations and houses of worship 
prepare for natural and man-made emergencies. 
Among the topics discussed were preparing safety 
and emergency plans, active shooter awareness 
and response, and how the FBI can help address 
racist incidents. Clergy and lay leaders from more 
than 90 congregations attended. Everyone agreed 
that the best part of the series was the chance to 
discuss with peers of different religious traditions 
how to be for vulnerability and crisis.

Arvo Pärt: 
Beauty in Dark Times

Art Exhibits

Lunch and Learn

In February, St. George’s Orthodox Church hosted 
an extraordinary performance (and subsequent 

discussion)  of the music of Estonian Orthodox 
composer Arvo Pärt. More than $2,000 was raised 

for local Syrian refugees in a free-will offering 
that evening. The CIC has often presented 

programming around musical traditions as a way 
for us to learn about religion and culture; others 
have included Arabic choral music, Hindi sacred 

songs, and spirituals from the 200-year history of 
Indiana.

The CIC is blessed to have the Interchurch Gallery 
right outside our office! This affords us amazing 
opportunities to explore faith traditions through 
artistic expression. In 2016, the CIC co-sponsored 
and organized a photo exhibit of Muslim Hoosiers, 
art created by refugees from Burma, who had 
been resettled in Indiana, as part of their post-
traumatic therapy, and art created by local 
undocumented youth. 

The CIC proudly hosted several "Lunch & Learns" 
throughout the year, bringing local experts into 

the interchurch center for a brief presentation, 
conversation, and of course, lunch! A highlight 

experience was contributing to local artist 
Joani Rothenberg's mosaic project that allows 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews from the US and 

Israel to contribute to a single piece of artwork. 
The piece now hangs in the Western Galilee 

Medical Center in northern Israel, a hospital where 
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim physicians and 

nurses care for diverse patients, including those 
injured in the Syrian conflict.  
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Sacred Space Tours

Muslim Hoosiers

Forum of Neighbors

Dialogue

For many of us, one of the most 
significant places in our lives 
is where we engage our faith 
with friends, family, and fellow 
believers. CIC board members from 
the following faith communities 
have opened the doors of their 
sacred houses and led tours 
and discussions open to the 
public: Hindu Temple, Buddhist 
Temple, Sikh Satsang, Mosques, 
Synagogues, and Churches. 
Entering these sacred spaces 
and learning about everything 
from the architecture to the 
symbols displayed helps us better 
understand the given faith 
community and their practices, 
both historically and today. 

Spiritual Trail

Did you know that Indianapolis has a Spiritual Trail, and 
it’s right in our back yard? Experts have led Spiritual Trail 
tours focusing on yoga, social justice, compassion, and the 
image of water in spiritual music. Participants share personal 
reflections, experiences of the sacred, and other narratives 
that promote greater understanding of our collective 
experiences.  

Living Room Dialogues

The CIC’s Living Room Dialogue allows families of different 
religious traditions to open their homes to share a glimpse 
of what they believe and how they live. These conversations 
give people a chance to ask any question in a supportive 
and relaxed atmosphere. In 2016, CIC board members of the 
following faith communities hosted Livi,ng Room Dialogues:  
Mormon, Hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Orthodox Christian, and 
Mount Zion Baptist Church. 

Table Conversations

Organized inside the Indiana War Memorial 
during the Indy Festival of Faiths, Table 
Conversations provide a platform for 
concerned citizens of different traditions 
and faith backgrounds to come together to 
discuss the issues affecting our community. 

Public Statements 
at Critical Moments

The CIC's diverse 40-member Board, which represents 
over twenty faith traditions, bands together without 
hesitation when a particular faith community feels 
threatened or vulnerable. We issue bold statements 
condemning intolerance and standing in solidarity 
with those who are being targeted because of their 
religious beliefs. Of course we all agree that no one 
should feel frightened because of how they worship. 
The CIC's statements not only let the community 
targeted know they are not alone, but they also 
remind the general public that many of central 
Indiana's religious communities are committed to 
working together to honor our differences. 

Today, more and more people are interested 
in learning about Islam and meeting Muslims 
who make Central Indiana their home. The 
CIC partnered with the Islamic Society of 
North America to organize discussions with 
Muslims at churches, on campuses, and in high 
schools. Additionally, the CIC created several 
opportunities for thoughtful conversations 
between Muslims and non-Muslims.

A Forum of Neighbors gives concerned 
Hoosiers an opportunity to engage in civil and 
compassionate conversation with each other. 
People from all beliefs and backgrounds are 
invited to share concerns, asked to listen, and 
encouraged to explore ideas for how we, as 
neighbors, can work together to improve life in 
Indianapolis for all.
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East African Women’s 
Wellness and Nutrition

Service

Congolese New 
American Initiative

Intercultural Summer 
Youth Camp

World Refugee Day

The CIC recognized—and helped answer—a need 
by East African women looking for a safe and 
comfortable space to exercise with modesty, as 
well as tips on how to feed their families healthy 
American food while still preserving their home 
cultures. The CIC helped arrange a volunteer 
personal trainer and nutritionist. What began as 
a program for Muslim women from across Africa 
quickly attracted women from many faith and ethnic 
backgrounds; it has blossomed into a life-affirming 
platform for new friendships. 

The CIC joined Kizito Kalima, survivor 
of the Rwandan genocide, to reach 
out to newly arrived refugees from 

Congo. Every Saturday, members of the 
community helped newcomers practice 

English through conversations, served 
as mentors, and joined activities like 

bowling. The initiative collected more 
than fifty  warm coats for the refugees, 
who had no idea what to expect from 

an Indiana winter.

We are so proud that the Indiana Interchurch 
Center has become the home of one of the 
most diverse summer camps in Indianapolis! 
For two weeks in July, 40 campers participate 
in the CIC’s Summer Camp to learn about 
different cultures, foods, languages, and 
games—all while having a ton of fun. More 
than half the campers come from refugee 
and low-income families. For many of these 
new Hoosiers, the camp provides a first 
opportunity to have a range of experiences 
from playing golf and chess, to learning 
how to fish. And for those campers who are 
American-born, building friendships with 
kids from other countries is an important first 
interaction with the rest of the world. 

It has become a tradition for young Chin 
refugees from Burma to join members of the 

CIC’s Immigrant and Refugee Service Corps 
to celebrate World Refugee Day (annually 

on June 20th) with service in the gardens of 
Indy Urban Acres. Participants learn about 
how different cultures view the earth and 

what it produces, all while helping provide 
nutritious food for local food pantries.
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A couple of weeks ago, an 
Exodus staff member and I were 
conducting a routine home visit 
with a family that included a 
husband, wife, and two small 
children to ensure that the 
clients’ residence was safe and 
accommodating. 

After finishing up some of the last 
required steps of our visit, our 
host insisted that Essence and I 
stay for some tea. To our surprise, 
“tea” turned into a multi-course 
authentic Eritrean-Ethiopian meal. 
Not only was the food beyond 
delicious, but we got the chance to 
actually sit down and talk to our 
clients. He said that any feeling of 
anxiety he had been harboring for 
the months and even years leading 
up to his immigration were, at 
that moment, completely gone.  
He explained what a relief it was 
to be greeted by such friendly and 
welcoming people. 

I couldn’t help but smile ear-to-ear, 
knowing that our brief interaction 
was able to bring some sense of 
security and happiness to our client 
family. After this experience, I try 
to sit down and visit with clients as 
often as possible and look forward 
to more many more inspiring 
experiences.” 

- Anna Schumacher, 
IRSC Member at 

Exodus Refugee Immigration

2016 marked the CIC’s 5th year directing the 
Immigrant and Refugee Service Corps!  

The Immigrant and Refugee Service Corps cultivates 
a healthier and more welcoming Indianapolis 
through placements of Americorps members at social 
service agencies, religious communities, and other 
community organizations. 

In 2016, CIC’s IRSC program generated:
• 23,772 service hours in
• 16 service sites, helping these organizations reach 

over 
• 800 more community members,
• 100 of whom needed assistance overcoming a 

barrier to health and wellness.

One part of the CIC’s mission is to connect 
faith communities through volunteer 
service and civic engagement.  Our Board 
unanimously endorsed our focus on 
“welcoming the stranger”—an imperative 
of every faith tradition.  By hosting the IRSC 
program, we leverage the unique position 
of our religious communities to address 
pressing unmet needs, like helping new 
immigrants access mental health resources. 

A special THANKS to 
the Episcopal DiocEsE of 
inDianapolis!

During the CIC's first five 
years, the Episcopal Diocese 
partnered with us in an 
indispensable way—by 
serving as the fiscal agent 
for our IRSC program.  With 
this generous support in 
place, the CIC could focus 
on launching several 
initiatives, and securing 
dozens of community 
partners. 

We simply could not have 
built this program into 
what it is today without the 
Episcopal Diocese!

CIC shares community HEaltH 
nEtwork's commitment to 
make quality health services 
accessible to vulnerable 
populations. We greatly 
appreciate their support 
as we pilot new ways to 
work with congregations 
and build healthier 
communities.

Thank you to our 2016 Service Site partners!
Big Car Collaborative
Butler University Center for Citizenship and Community
Cancer Support Community Central Indiana
Catholic Charities Refugee Immigration Services
Center for Interfaith Cooperation
Christian Theological Seminary Counseling Center
Community Health Network - Community Benefit Office
Desmond Tutu Center
Exodus Refugee Immigration
Felege Hiywot Center
Jewish Family Services
La Plaza, Inc.
Muslim Alliance of Indiana
National Alliance on Mental Illness
Northside Missions Food Pantry
Nueva Creación Congregation

IRSC members come together weekly to share experiences and best practices.



16 17

Contributions
Dear friends,

I’m delighted to share that 2016 was a very good year for the Center for Interfaith Cooperation.  You’ve seen 
much of our great work through this “Annual Report” —external accomplishments like inspiring programming 
that widen our collaborative network and deepen interfaith understanding.  We also met several key internal 
goals as well.  We developed a compendium of “Guiding Principles & Processes” that will serve as an operating 
manual to help us ensure both consistency and transparency as we address everything from Board member 
expectations to what to post on social media.  This is meant to be a living document that Board members and 
staff can—and should—revisit often to ensure that the policies we establish after thoughtful deliberation 
continue to serve the CIC in the ways needed.  

We also significantly improved our financial reporting by clarifying our chart of accounts and establishing a 
budgeting process moving forward.  The result is a level of fiduciary transparency that is not only sound, but 
will also enable us to better track and plan for future development needs.

Speaking of development needs and future planning, the CIC’s Strategic Development Committee is pulling 
together the findings of hundreds of “voices” that will help guide our progress in 2017 and beyond.  These 
strategic development efforts will be greatly enhanced by a major $150,000 grant from the Lilly Endowment 
that will be used to conduct additional research, as well as to modernize our office space and technology, and 
support Board and staff development.

I am humbled and grateful to have served as our organization’s second Board Chair, and simply could not have 
done so without the incredible support from our Board members, particularly our Committee Chairs, and of 
course our amazing professional team!  Thanks to each and every one of you!

Sincerely,
Lindsey Mintz
CIC Board Chair, 2015-2016

Dear friends,

The Center for Interfaith Cooperation strives to be a valued resource by emphasizing the rich religious 
diversity in Central Indiana. After several months of deliberation, our 40-member Board of Directors 
unanimously approved our vision: a community that pursues peace through interfaith understanding and 
cooperation. Pursuing this vision requires perseverance and authentic engagement every day.

Although our religious beliefs and traditions differ, our sacred texts tell us to nurture positive relationships 
with one another. We do this through celebration, education, dialogue, and service opportunities that 
increase religious literacy. While we recognize and embrace our differences, we seek deeper understanding 
of what it means to live in a truly pluralistic society that lives out the values enshrined in our Constitution. 
Sobering recent events internationally and locally have compelled us to speak out against intolerance and 
to stand together to support community members who feel vulnerable. I strongly believe that the United 
States has something unique and extremely valuable to offer when it comes to interfaith cooperation.

It is my privilege to serve as Executive Director of the CIC. It has enriched my own faith journey immensely. 
We remain optimistic that building stronger interfaith relationships will continue to help us find joy and 
meaning as individuals, as faith communities, and as a city. I hope that the activities highlighted in this 
annual report inspire you to join us on the journey!

Sincerely,
Charlie Wiles
CIC Executive Director

THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS!

You helped support our efforts when you:

 √ Sponsored one of our signature events

 √ Participated in Festival of Faiths or volunteered on the Festival of Faiths committee

 √ Attended an event and encouraged a friend to come with you

 √ Participated in dialogue by listening first, then engaging respectfully

 √ Organized an interfaith activity in your community

 √ Modeled interfaith understanding by reaching  out to the “other”

 √ Made a donation
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Sponsors THANK YOU  to our 2016 sponsors! 

Sikh Satang of
Indianapolis

The Lilly Endowment

Don & Jen
Knebel

Sara & John 
Lechleiter

Indiana Catholic
Conference

Gadi Boukai-Realtor

Margaret Ahern
Dorsey Foundation
Maria Pímentel-Gannon, 
     N.I.S.E. LLC & Organo Gold
Lynn & Bill Jackson
Thomas S. Kuhn & Family
Logan Family Foundation 
     —Dr. Kevin Logan
Deborah & John Saxson
Aarti & Shreyas Shah
Judge David Shaheed 
     & Family
Gurinder “Kahlsa” Singh
KP Singh & Family
Telamon Foundation
Judge Charles, Sachiko 
     & Charlie Wiles

Nur Allah
Islamic Center



Center for Interfaith Cooperation
1100 West 42nd Street, Suite 125

Indianapolis, IN 46208

(317) 318-5304

www.CenterForInterfaithCooperation.org
www.Facebook.com/CenterForInterfaithCooperation/

info@centerforinterfaithcooperation.org


