
 Welcome to the 6th annual
Interfaith Banquet

Honoring Betty Brandt as the 
2020 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year

OUR VISION 
A community that pursues peace through interfaith 

understanding and cooperation

OUR MISSION
To strengthen community in central Indiana and beyond by: 

Supporting existing connections between and among 
faith communities;

Fostering additional interfaith opportunities through 
social, cultural, and educational interactions; and

Connecting faith communities through volunteer 
service and civic engagement.

Religious communities are, without question, the largest and best 
organized civil institutions in the world today, claiming the allegiance 

of billions of believers and bridging the divides of race, class, and 
nationality. They are uniquely equipped to meet the challenges of our 
time; resolving conflicts, caring for the earth, the sick the needy, and 

promoting peaceful coexistence among all people.
Religions for Peace



March 8, 2020

Dear Patron, Supporter, Sponsor and Friend:

Welcome to the Center for Interfaith Cooperation (CIC) Interfaith 
Banquet 2020. This annual gathering is an opportunity for CIC 
to recognize an important interfaith trailblazer and remind our 
supporters and friends of our commitment to promote an inclusive 
environment for the various faith traditions in Central Indiana. 

Betty Brandt, our 2020 CIC Interfaith Ambassador, is a member of 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church and directs the activities of the 
Spiritual Oneness Group (SOG) at the church. I began attending 
the SOG monthly meetings several years ago and have truly 
been enriched by the vibrant conversations on faith experiences.  
Indianapolis is a religiously richer because of Betty’s efforts with 
the SOG and her many contributions to interfaith activities in 
Central Indiana.

With the 2020 Interfaith Banquet, we will also highlight some 
activities of the next generation of interfaith leaders.  Since 
CIC’s inception, AmeriCorps members have been working with 
congregations to advance the Mission of CIC and to help those 
organizations touch the lives of people. Starting this year, we will 
feature some of their accomplishments in an effort to encourage 
other young people to step forward as interfaith leaders. 

Thank you so much for your continued support.

Sincerely,

David A. Shaheed, Chair
Center for Interfaith Cooperation



Muzaffar Ahmad Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
Imam Ahmed Alamine Masjid Al-Fajr 
Dr. Halima Al-Khattab Indianapolis Muslim Community Association
Virgil Boyd Family Development Services - Head Start
Jim Cotterill Unite Indy
Father Rick Ginther Catholic Archdiocese
Reverend Bruce Gray Episcopal Diocese
Carey Hamilton All Souls Unitarian Church
Reverend Dr. Dick Hamm Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
Chaplain Patricia Holman Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department
Ruth Ellen Homer Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Dr. Anita Joshi, Fiscal Sustainability Chair Hindu Community
Faryal Khatri, PR/Marketing Chair Muslim Community
John Kyle Barnes & Thornburgh
Reverend Lynn Martin Light of the World Christian Church
Chris Melton Second Presbyterian Church
Daniel Meyers, Program Vice Chair Center for Faith and Vocation at Butler
Nina Price Jewish Community
Chirjeev Kaur Oberoi Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis
Eyas Raddad Muslim Community
Sonal Sanghani Jain Community
Aarti Shah Jain Community
Rev. Brian Shivers, Fiscal Sustainability Vice Chair Second Presbyterian Church
Yaniv Shmukler Jewish Community
Father Bill Verbryke S.J. Brebeuf Jesuit High School
Ala’a Wafa Muslim Community
Ashley Wagner, PR/Marketing Vice Chair Pagan Community
Tony Wiederhold Indianapolis Zen Center
Reverend Arionne Williams University of Indianapolis

Judge David Shaheed, Board Chair Superior Court Judge
Reverend Bruce Garrison, Vice Chair The Dwelling Place
Jane Gehlhausen, Governance Chair St Louis de Montfort Catholic Church 
Kevin Kimbrough, Treasurer Soka Gakkai Buddhist Community
Maria Pimentel-Gannon, Secretary St. Monica’s Catholic Church

Center for Interfaith Cooperation
Board of Directors 2020

The Center for Interfaith Cooperation Board  2019



Platinum Sponsor 
Lynn & Bill Jackson

Gold Sponsors
Hindu Temple of Central Indiana

Second Presbyterian Church
Ascension St. Vincent

Jewish Community of Greater Indianapolis
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church

Don Knebel
  Bronze Sponsors

Al Salam Foundation
Waseema and Shaheryar Ansari
Dr. Jennifer Bell & Meridian
 Health Services
Betty Brandt
Brebeuf Jesuit High School
Chris & Bud Melton 
Christian Theological Seminary
City of Carmel
Compassionate Indy
Community for Contemplation & 
 Justice of St. Luke’s UMC
Creation Care Committee at
 St. Luke’s UMC
Dwelling Place
Eli Lilly & Company
Fishers Multi Faith Community
 for Compassion
The Garden Community Church
Tom and Jenny Godby & Friends  
Healing Partners at St. Luke’s UMC
Indiana Pagan Community
 Outreach & Dialogue
Indianapolis Pagan Community 
IU Health
Jain Community of Indianapolis

Dr. Anita Joshi & Dr. Arun Jain 
Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
Light of the World Christian Church
Priya Menon and Salil Nair 
Dr. Kent and Cheri Millard and
 Kendall Millard and Rev. Sara
 Dingman
Niagara Foundation
On Being Class at St. Luke’s UMC
PNC Bank
Racial Justice Committee at
 St. Luke’s UMC & United
 Methodist Women of St. Luke’s 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
 Indianapolis
St. Luke’s Community for
 Compassion & Justice
Severns & Howard Elder Law Firm
Sikh Satsang
Social Action Committee at
 St. Luke’s
Spiritual Oneness Group of 
 St. Luke’s UMC
Sunrise Book Club of St. Luke’s UMC
Waseema and Shaheryar Ansari
Judge Charles Wiles and 
Sachiko & Charlie Utsumi Wiles

Thank you to our sponsors!



Supporters
Zionsville United Methodist Church

Nan Schulte & Matt Russell
Friends

Robert Zehr
Beverly Gallagher

Lawrence Gerstein & Dawa Lhamo
Cecelia Hamric & Ellen Hostetler

Freddie Kelvin

Special Thanks to the Interfaith Banquet Planning Committee
Dr. Anita Joshi (Chair), Rhonda Garrison, Chris Melton,

Judith Maas, Betsy Amirhamzeh, Lynn Jackson, George Kelley
Ray Mills and Charlie Wiles

Special thanks to our Butler Center for Faith & Vocation Interns 
Brittany Head and Jessica Stein

Menu
Salad

Strawberries, Mandarin Oranges and Toasted Almonds with
Mixed Greens served with Raspberry Vinaigrette

Petite French Baguettes with Butter

Entrée
Vegetable Wellington, Basil Cream

Broccolini
Fruited Wild Rice

Family Style Dessert
Triple Berry Parfait, Chocolate Mousse Cups, Lemon Bar, and 

Salted Caramel Brownies

Thank you to our sponsors!
(Continued)



Reception with mocktails and house music in bar area

Welcome
Master of Ceremonies Dr. Kent Millard

Blessing
Betty Klein

Center for Interfaith Cooperation Video
Dr. Anita Joshi  and Charlie Wiles

Video and recognition of CIC AmeriCorps Program

Songs
Matthew’s Voices 

Directed by Jason Fishburn-Grooten

Award Ceremony honoring Betty Brandt as the
2020 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year

Tribute Video

Proclamation
Mayor Joseph Hogsett

Remarks 
Pastor Rob Fuquay

Speaking on behalf of Platinum Sponsor Lynn Jackson
Judith Maas

Song
Dawa Lhamo - The Little Yangchen

Award presentation
by Judge David Shaheed & Imam Michael Saahir

CIC Vision

Song
Matthew’s Voices

Benediction

Program



  STATE OF INDIANA Eric J. Holcomb 
  OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Governor 
 State House, Second Floor 
 Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Welcome, 

On behalf of the State of Indiana, I am pleased to welcome you to the 2020 
Interfaith Banquet. Congratulations to the Center for Interfaith Cooperation on 
hosting this event! 

Our state is proud to be home to many religious institutions. People of all faiths in 
Indiana and across this country represent the very best of what it means to be 
faithful Americans. I have the sincere hope that this event can further strengthen 
the bonds between Hoosiers of all faiths. 

Tonight, we have a chance to recognize the 2020 Interfaith Ambassador of the 
Year. Betty Brandt has played a vital role in the community through her work as a 
licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, the director of the Spiritual Life Center 
and the many other commitments to which she devotes herself. Thank you for the 
work you do for those in need and for being a beacon of hope for all. The City of 
Indianapolis and the State of Indiana have benefited greatly from your service.  

I wish you all the best for a successful event tonight and for your mission of taking 
our state to the Next Level by promoting faith and friendship in our community.  

Sincerely, 

Eric Holcomb 





CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
for 

Betty Brandt

Please accept this Congressional Recognition in honor of receiving 
the Center for Interfaith Cooperation’s 2020 Interfaith Ambassa-
dor of the Year. Your years of dedication to strengthen interfaith 

relations as a member of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church have 
had tremendous effects on the religious community of Indianap-
olis. From serving as the Director of the Community for Contem-
plation and Justice to sitting on the board of Indianapolis Green 

Congregations, you have shown yoursef to be not only a committed 
faith leader, but also a staunch advocate for environmental justice, 
diversity and inclusion. Your commitment to helping others has 

improved the lives of many and sets an example to be followed by 
all. It is my sincere hope that your legacy of compassion and under-

standing will endure for generations.

This Congressional Recognition is rendered on behalf of the 7th 
Congressional District of Indiana this 8th day of March 2020

Andre Carson  
Member of Congress





 

 

March 8, 2020 
 

Greetings! 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 6th Annual Interfaith Banquet presented by the 
Center for Interfaith Cooperation at the Indiana Roof Ballroom. 

 
This celebration of religious diversity is an opportunity for Hoosiers from across the 
spectrum of spiritual beliefs and faith backgrounds to share in fellowship and 
entertainment. The Center for Interfaith Cooperation’s mission to build stronger 
connections among faith communities and foster an interfaith network is vital for the 
success of Indianapolis—after all, our city is only made stronger when we celebrate our 
differences. 

 
Tonight, it is my distinct honor to congratulate Betty Brandt on being named the 2020 
Interfaith Ambassador of the Year for her incredible dedication to the interfaith 
community in Central Indiana and around the world. Betty’s leadership at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church and long list of achievements in interfaith collaboration 
demonstrates her ability to unite people in their diversity. Our community is stronger 
because of her dedication to social, racial, and climate justice. 

 
To all in attendance tonight, I thank you for your commitment to connecting the diverse 
faith communities in Indianapolis. I wish attendees, honorees, and special guests all the 
best for an enjoyable evening. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Joseph H. Hogsett 
Mayor 
City of Indianapolis 
 
 





Thank you to our Platinum Sponsor

Prayer for Dialogue with Greater Religions

I bow to the one who signs the cross.
I bow to the one who sits with Buddha.
I bow to the one who wails at the wall.

I bow to the OM flowing in the Ganges.
I bow to the one who faces Mecca,

whose forehead touches the holy ground.
I bow to the north,

to the south,
to the east,
to the west.

I bow to the God within each heart.
I bow to epiphany,

to God’s face revealed.
I bow, I bow, I bow.

Mary Lou Kownacki

Today, dear friend Betty, we honor you for all your 
contributions to building a beloved community of 

diversity. We know you love this prayer and we feel it 
personifies who you are. May the guests this evening 

be inspired and carry it into their hearts and lives.

Lynn & Bill Jackson



Thank you to our Gold Sponsor

 
 

  
 

All of us at the Hindu Temple of Central Indiana congratulate 
you on being honored as the 2020 Interfaith Ambassador of 
the Year.  We recognize and value the interfaith work and 
community service you have done over the years and wish 

you well.  OM Shanti, Shanti, Shanti, OM 
 



“Second Presbyterian Church celebrates Betty 
Brandy and her beautiful work to deepen 

understanding and strengthen relationships 
between people of different faith backgrounds 

throughout Central Indiana and beyond.”

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor



Get back to 
what you enjoy

Robotic assisted joint surgery  
may mean faster recovery

Take your first step toward living with less joint 
pain. Ascension St. Vincent care teams specialize 
in minimally invasive robotic surgeries. This allows 
us to more accurately plan your knee and hip 
replacement surgery in advance. It also may help 
lead to a faster recovery and decreased pain.

Reserve your seat at our 
next orthopedic seminar,
Call 317-659-8439

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor



The Jewish Community in greater Indianapolis is grateful for the work of  
the Center for Interfaith Cooperation, and is committed to continuing  

our community’s contributions to these important efforts.  

MMaazzaall   TToovv  ttoo  IInntteerrffaaiitthh  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr,,   
BBeettttyy   BBrraannddtt!!  

““TThhee  ggrreeaatt  cchhaalllleennggee  ttoo  rreelliiggiioonnss  iinn  aa  gglloobbaall  aaggee  iiss  wwhheetthheerr,,  aatt  llaasstt,,  tthheeyy  ccaann  
mmaakkee  ssppaaccee  ffoorr  oonnee  aannootthheerr,,  rreeccooggnniizziinngg  GGoodd’’ss  iimmaaggee  iinn  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  iiss  nnoott  iinn  

mmyy  iimmaaggee,,  GGoodd’’ss  vvooiiccee  wwhheenn  iitt  ssppeeaakkss  iinn  ssoommeeoonnee  eellssee’’ss  llaanngguuaaggee..””    
~  Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  IInnddiiaannaappoolliiss  JJeewwiisshh  aaggeenncciieess  aanndd  ssyynnaaggoogguueess  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo    
tthhee  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  IInntteerrffaaiitthh  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  iinn  22002200::   

YYoouurr  ggeenneerroouuss  ssppiirriitt  iiss  aann  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ffoorr  aallll  tthhoossee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ttoo  
bbrriinngg  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  iinnttoo  eevveerryy  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp,,  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  jjuussttiiccee  

iinnttoo  eevveerryy  aacctt!!  TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  BBEETTTTYY  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  ggiiffttss  yyoouu’’vvee  
ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  GGrreeaatteerr  IInnddiiaannaappoolliiss  mmuullttii--ffaaiitthh  ccoommmmuunniittyy!!  

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor



Thank you to our Gold Sponsor



Congratulations Betty Brandt 
2020 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To a woman who inspires compassion, fights for justice, and leads 
with great joy. How appropriate that you are receiving this honor on 

International Women’s Day, March 8, 2020.  

 

 

                                    DDoonn  KKnneebbeell  
CIC Inaugural Board Chair & 2015 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year 

 

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor



The Pagan Community of Indianapolis, with… 

                                         

Circle Sanctuary 

                   

 

 

 

House of 
Blackthorn 

 

…would like to 
thank Betty Brandt 

for her years of 
service to the 

community and 
her fine example

of fellowship.
 



Congratulations to our friend and colleague 

Betty Brandt 
2020 Interfaith Ambassador of the Year. 

For your leadership, service and faithfulness. 

Rabbis Dennis and Sandy Sasso
and your friends at

Congregation Beth-El Zedeck  
 



Back row: Betty Brandt, Sue Main, Ann Cochran, Glenna Heath, Ann Carlson, Judith Mass, Amy Barnes, Annette Cleary, Barbara Hizer, Kathy Oehler,

Barbara Burke, Kathy Miller, Charlotte Galloway, Jessica Glendening, Linda Smith, Elinor Sharpe. Middle Row: Carol Branson, Sue Gilfoy, Anna

Weiser, Valerie Chang, Kelly Trimble, Marilyn Griffith, Barbara Furlow, Lorita Bobeck.  Front Row: Marilyn Hamilton, Margaret Ahearn, Mary Leslie,

Sharon Chambers, Lynn Cohee, Adele Hoskin. Not present: Bethany Roth, Kim Hankins, Carol Beausang, Linda Etherton, Cecelia Hamrick

Wednesday Sunrise Book Study, 2019

“Thank you, Betty, for faithfully sharing 
you light with so many”. 

Chris Melton







Today, we 
thank you for 
doing so 
much that 
matters.

©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.

All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association.

Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

Lilly salutes  
Betty Brandt as  

Interfaith Ambassador 
of the Year.

www.lilly.com
2020 CA Approved for External Use PRINTED IN USA  
©2020, Eli Lilly and Company. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Congratulations to 

BETTY BRANDT 
on being named  

the 2020 Interfaith  
Ambassador of  

the Year.





THANK YOU
BETTY

for being a bridge between so
many faith communities within
our city.  We are al l  blessed to
know you,  and blessed by your

work to create peace and 
well-being for al l !  

 
Revs.  David & Jamalyn Wil l iamson 

and the Zionsvil le  UMC faith community

Zionsvil le  United Methodist  Church
www.zumc.org

IU Health is grateful 
to Betty Brant for her 

leadership:
Congratulations!

FMCC’s mission is to provide 
opportunities to learn about our 

neighbors, build true relationships 
and make a difference.

 
www.facebook.com/multifaithfish-



Archbishop Charles Thompson, the Office of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, and the people of the Archdiocese of In-

dianapolis extend to Betty Brandt sincere congratulations as she 
receives the Interfaith Ambassador of the Year Award.  May Betty 

realize many blessings for her work among people of many faiths in 
the Greater Indianapolis area.  And may God, who began this good 

work in her, bring it to fulfillment.  



   PROMOTING GLOBAL FELLOWSHIP

Congratulations to
BETTY BRANDT

Thank you for your years of   
leadership in Interfaith efforts.

WITH ADMIRATION,
WASEEMA & SHAHERYAR ANSARI

D E A R  B E T T Y ,  
 

 

Thank you for  your
courageous leadership

and commitment to
interfaith work.   You are

truly an inspirat ion!  



May there be love
where there is hate. 

May we find strength
in our togetherness.

And may our endeavors
for a peaceful planet

be successful.

Priya Menon
&

Salil Nair

Betty, you once 
(probably more than once) 
said that “Interfaith will save 
the world!” 

People like you have shown 
us that this remains a real 
hope! 
Congratulations on your 
well-deserved recognition 
tonight! 

Bruce and Debbie Garrison
Claire Holba and All at 

COMPASSIONATE INDY sends its 
CONGRATULATIONS to our dear friend 

and colleague, Betty Brandt, on the occasion 
of this high honor!  Betty was one of the 

original founders of Compassionate Indy, 
and in that role she was a key volunteer 

coordinator helping to bring His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama to Indianapolis.  In her role at 

St. Luke’s, she has built an extensive network 
for connecting people of all faiths. There, 

she has initiated a number of social justice 
and interfaith ministries.  She is a catalyst 
for creating harmony, cooperation, and 

understanding between people from all walks 
of life, all faith backgrounds, and all races.  
THANK YOU, Betty, for helping to make 

Indianapolis a great place to live!

Congratulations Betty!
The growth of Interfaith 
Relationships in Central 

Indiana is where it is 
because you care and 
are involved. Continue 

being our “Wonder 
Woman.”

   
Nan Schulte

&
Matt Russell



 

 Ek Onkar             One God 

Seva karat hoai  nahkamee 

Thiss ko hoth paraapath suaamee  

“Those who serve humanity selflessly, 
Simply in the love of God,  

Shall obtain union with the Lord” 
- Guru Granth Sahib 

Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis 
Sikh Educational & Cultural Society 

Email:SikhSatsangofIndy@gmail.com 
www.GurdwaraSikhSatsang.org 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  BBeettttyy  BBrraannddtt    
22002200  IInntteerrffaaiitthh  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  

oonn  bbeeiinngg  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  ffoorr  yyoouurr  sseellfflleessss  sseerrvviiccee!!!!!!  



FREDDIE 
KELVIN

Freelance photographer

Particular interest in 
performing arts, especially 

dance.   Will shoot non-
profit arts performances/
dress rehearsals pro bono.

Landscape and abstract 
photography.

Represented at: Art on 
Main Gallery, 111 W Main St, 

Carmel.
Kuaba Gallery

404 W Main St, Carmel

Website: 
freddiesfotosforever.com 

Photographs available by 
contacting me at:

freddie.kelvin@gmail.com



Congratula�ons to Be�y Brandt 
“Interfaith Ambassador of the Year” 

 

Dr. Jennifer Bell, Adult, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist  
on behalf of Meridian Health Services 

 

“Congratulations to Betty 
Brandt for the 2020 Interfaith 

Ambassadors of the Year award! 
May you continue to enrich the 
diverse community of greater 

Indianapolis.”

Congratulations 
to Betty Brandt 
on being named 
2020 Interfaith 
Ambassador  
of the Year! 

www.cts.edu
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In deep appreciation of  Betty Brandt’s 
extraordinary contribution to an inclusive, 

just, and compassionate community.
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Congratulations Betty!
You are an amazing voice for interfaith 

engagement!
We wish you all the best.

Anita Joshi & Arun Jain
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2020


